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Imagine the Future!

Week One of the 2010 legislative session

\Within hours of the 2010 legislative session opening ceremonies, FEA was already fighting two bad bills: SJR 2 Class Size
Amendment and SB 6 0 the bill that would change the way every teacher is evaluated, paid and employed. The news of
this assault -against-public-e ducati on bi |l | spread to teachers across the|sta
and they shouldbe. Our teachers have jumped through every hoop, crosse:
paperwork and hare -brained schemes the Legislature and the DOE has shoved into the classroom. They have had the rug
pulled out from under them when political whims or funding shortages emerge. Through all that they keep teaching, and
their students keep learning.  And Jeb Bush takes all the credit for their hard work. Sadly, none if it has anything to do
with giving students individual attention to determine what they need to learn. l'tds about politics.

Teacher Assault Bill a.k.a. SB 6

Read about this punitive bill on the bottom of page 1 of (this

bY

Senate committee slavishly devoted to 0O|tig
Sen. Don Gaetz (R-Niceville) presented SJR 2 Class Size

Requirements for Public Schools to the Senate Ways and Means committee -- its last stop before going to the full
Senate. The bill passed by a vote of 15 to 8. Gaetz told the committee that enough progress on class size has been made
and they should no | onger need to have a oO0slavish devotiono t

was Sen. Gary Siplin of Orlando.

FEA was pointed out as the lone holdout in its opposition to the bill: school boards, administrators and superintendents all
spoke in support of the bill. But we know parent groups and the PTA arendt| on

The proposed amendment would keep class -size caps at the school average and then allow schools to add three extra
students in the kindergarten to 3rd grade level and five extra students at grades four through 12th grade.

Speaking on behalf of FEA, attorney Ron Meyer pointed out the following:
1 In 2002 -03 Pre-K-3 averaged 23 Students. Now 16 students. If the amendment passes classes may have 21 Students.
1 In 2002 -03 Grade 4088 averaged 24 Student. Now 19 students. If the amendment passes classes may have 27 Students.

1 In 2002 -03 Grade 8-12 averaged 24 Students. Now 22 students. If the amendment passes classes may have 30
Students.

That moves pastthe sought -af t er ofl exi bilityd r i gh {sizepmovisions goters approvecgeightt i njlg 6 t
lyears ago. The House version is HB 7039 has yet to be referred to committees.  (continued on page 6)
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What is a Political
Action Committee?

A Political Action Committee, PAC,
consists of a group of members who
have chosen to allow minimal
deductions (50¢ to $5) from their
paychecks to be placed in a PAC Fund
in order to support candidates for
political office. As you know, IRCEA
dues money is not ever used for
supporting political candidates.

Many teachers realize that our working
conditions are dictated by the
legislators in office (starting with the
School Board Members). As legislators
change, so does the education system.
Teachers need to elect and maintain
education friendly legislators in office.
We need clout. Well, money is clout. An
IRCEA PAC fund would allow the
members of the PAC to decide who to
donate money to for election
campaigning (up to $500 per
candidate). The members could
purchase political propaganda, run
political advertisements, and in

general be more involved in the
political scene that currently rules

what goes on in our classrooms.

Several years ago, IRCEA, had a PAC
Fund entitled, TIGER COPE. Some
present IRCEA members may have
been part of that Political Committee.
Interest was low, and no one was
leading the committee, so the decision
was made to disband the fund.

Since that time, teachers have become
painfully aware of the influence
politicians have on the classroom and
our working conditions. IRCEA
Executive Board believes it is time to
reconsider a PAC Fund. Please
consider being involved with this type
of endeavor. Whether your level of
involvement is monetary contributions
or serving on the committee to make
decisions, you could make a difference
in the direction Florida takes regarding
Public Education.

On the IRCEA Survey, to be conducted
in February, some questions will
address your thoughts on this PAC

Fund and Committee. If enough
interest is evident, then IRCEA will
move forward with a PAC Fund.
Maybe we will be ready to get involved
with the School Board Race for three
seats in November of 2010.

AG

Join the Political Information
Group!

Send your home email address to
beth.weatherstone @floridaea.org and
all legislative updates from FEA will

be forwarded to you.

st | 26th

When: February 1

What: Recruit a new
member during those four
weeks and earn double the

recruiter bonus - $20!

Get a membership form

from your school IRCEA
representative or print the
one from this TOPICS issue

Date the membership form

for a date between 2/1 -2/26

TGI Fridays
Give Me More Stripes Club

Do you love free food? Hate waiting
in I'ine? Then |jGier
Me More Stripes Club . Your free
membership includes a one time
Ojump the linebd
for a free dessert or appetizer. Along
with that you will also receive a
coupon for free food (up to $8) for
every $100 you spend and
additional coupons throughout the
year.

Visit
https://www.tgifridays.com/gmms/Gi
veMeMoreStripes.aspx to start

earning today.

Are You A Registered
Voter?

If so, did you vote in the last
election? Do you vote regularly?
Included in this newsletter is a
Voter Registration Application.
Get registered to vote or pass it

on to a family member or
nei ghbor who i s
Help someone else get registered
to vote. Read the directions
carefully. All of us need to
become informed on the issues
and have our voice heard by
VOTING!

Vs s Y
VOTE

=

N

TG

pass


mailto:beth.weatherstone@floridaea.org
http://www.givememorestripes.com/SplashPage.aspx
http://www.givememorestripes.com/SplashPage.aspx
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Teach Free Enterprise
Through Contracts and
Commerce

With the online lesson  entitled
dLabor History: Hardballs and
Handshakes , 6 f r cd\mericah e
Labor Studies Center  , you can use
your students® int
teach them about collective

bargaining by examining the history
of I abor relations
Pastime. The contract between Major
League Baseball ds
players expires on December 11,
2011, and some serious bargaining
will soon be under way.

Go to: http://
education.baseballhalloffame.org/

experience/thematic_units/
labor_history.html

Get Math Help
from an Expert

Former hedge fund analyst Salman
Kahn now devotes his time to
providing free online help  for
students who are struggling with
math. In an NPR interview,

Khan talks about his nonprofit
enterprise, Khan Academy, which
now has 1,200 short instructional
math videos posted on YouTube that
are accessed freely by an estimated
100,000 students each month.

Go to: http://www.kahnacademy.org

pumli
um'

Become an e-activist and get the
latest legislative updates and
Bnfofnaiton by Sgnikg?us BrPénlp !
Up the Volume. The Florida
Ie'giﬂativ/g ﬁggs'}oq vijIIaof(fjicéaIIy
commence on March 2. There are
alveady many uafrieadly public
education bills in the works. Get in
the loop with on the spot information
and then contact your legislators and
have your voice heard. Pump Up the
Volume makes this process
informative and easy.

To find information on how to

contact your elected officials go to

the FEA homepage and then click on
the I'ink entitled
Of ficialsdé |l ocated
right of the Pump Up the Volume

icon.

Go to: www.feaweb.org and click on
the Pump Up the Volume icon to get
registered today!

JOIN US
AT

FACEBOOK

Search Indian River County
Education Association on
Facebook or go to:

http://www.facebook.com/profile.ph
p?ref=profile&id=690779244+#!/pag
es/Indian_-River-County-Education -
Association/90229967908?ref=ts

Whm People Are Worth More Than Money

" ’
e NARLL D iy eeoemigem it e

Indian River Federal Credit
Union

Thanks for the calendars!

www.irfcu.com

- -

Vero’s

Car Wash
o

Waves Auto Spa

Thanks for the free car washes
for our Representative Meetings.

"An Amazing Array
of Artisan Chocolates
and Gifts"

aﬂh Y‘(@?@ aml
Gfk@céloa%c@i/

2044 14th Avenue
Downtown Vero Beach, FL.
772-567-1414

Sl =)
e

Chocolat¢ Poutique

faithhopeandchoc@bellsouth.net
‘www.faithhopeandchocolate.com

Gina Battle - Owner

Faith, Hope and...Chocolate

Thanks for the goodies for our
Representative Meetings!

www.faithhopeandchocolate.com

>
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What 6s on the F

Limited time condo
vacation offer from FEA

7-night luxury stay for only
$199

Offer : To receive your certificate, be
sure to follow these steps:

1) Log in to FEAWEB.org, sign in
using your FEA card and click on FEA
Access to redeem the offer

2) SELECT
Certificateso
menu

fiResort Va
from t

3) SELECT the APurch

tab at the top of the page

4) ENTER code: Accessvip2010

You will receive a7 -night vacation

stay certificate that can be used at all
available resorts nationwide. You pick

the date & the place. Certificates can

be redeemed within one year of your
purchase date. Didnbo
today in the city of your choice?

Simply get your certificate now and

check back throughout the year, as
inventory is regularly updated.

The Resort Vacation Certificate
consists of a one -week (7 nights)
vacation stay at an affordable price of
$199.00 USD. Resort Vacation
Certificates offer a world of vacation
options and will be sent directly to
you or the person for whom you're
purchasing a certificate. You also
have the option to add a personalized
message and choose from a selection
of custom themed e  -Certificate
designs. Accommodation must be

EoyirmeW\befoe thejBaok@yPate
printed on your Certificate which is 12
months from the date of purchase.

On behalf of your friends at FEA -
Florida Education Association, we
hope you have fun saving with your
FEA-Florida Education Association
card. To receive your discount, please
follow the instructions listed in the

"To Redeem" section of this page

A+ For Social Studies: From
global warming to gun control,
Justice Learning helps give
students the skills they need to
understand today's complex issues.
A free series from NPR's Justice
Talking & The New York Times
Learning Network, Justice Learning
connects civics to your students'
daily lives. www.justicelearning.orq)

cati on

he National Brands

ase Certificateso

FEA Non -Renewal Assistance

t sort

see a r e
It's not your fault!
You are suddenly facing
unemployment. Knowing there

wasndt enough st
around does not make it any
easier when you

finances are at stake. There is
help!

The Florida Education
Association has created this guide
and the following resources to
assist members who face the
transition to unemployment.

Aquatic Discovery
With more than 7,796 pages of
content and 3,120 images,
Microcosm Aquarium Explorer
is the growing creation of an
international team of leading
aquarium authors, marine
biologists, underwater
photographers, and tropical
naturalists.
(http://en.microcosmaquariume
xplorer.com/wiki/Your_Por
tal_to_Aquatic_Discovery

Aqguatic Lesson Plans:

http://web.vims.edu/bridge/lesso
html?svr=www

Kinetic City: Collection of
science activities and games to
stimulate your student's minds.

http://www.kineticcity.com

to go

ate money

and your family?d

Learn the science of the ocean.

n.

\°2)



http://www.justicelearning.org
http://en.microcosmaquariumexplorer.com/wiki/Your_Portal_to_Aquatic_Discovery
http://en.microcosmaquariumexplorer.com/wiki/Your_Portal_to_Aquatic_Discovery
http://en.microcosmaquariumexplorer.com/wiki/Your_Portal_to_Aquatic_Discovery
http://web.vims.edu/bridge/lesson.html?svr=www
http://web.vims.edu/bridge/lesson.html?svr=www
http://www.kineticcity.com/

